
W E L C O M E 
VISION The Wyong Catholic Parish is a welcoming, caring dynamic community 

MISSION STATEMENT We will live and proclaim the message of the Gospel :   

Engage, Participate, Reach out and Transform 
26TH JANUARY 2025—3RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

  

 WYONG CATHOLIC PARISH  
ST CECILIA’S CHURCH, ST JOHN FISHER MASS CTR & ST PETER’S CHAPEL 

Under the Pastoral Care of the  
Society of Our Lady of The Most Holy Trinity (SOLT) 

  

REFLECTION for the Gospel of Luke 1:1-4; 4: 14-21— 26.1.25  
 

 

 

Luke's Gospel tells us that Jesus  

returns to Nazareth, 'where he had 

been brought up'. We can imagine 

the familiarity of sights and 

sounds, people and voices. We 

learn that, as an observant Jew, it 

was Jesus'  custom to go to  

synagogue on the sabbath. The 

scriptures he read that day were 

part of the ritual rhythms of his 

Jewish community. Notice the 

small moment-by-moment details 

as Jesus stands, unrolls the scroll, 

finds the text, returns the scroll, 

and sits down, with all eyes 'fixed 

on him'. Why do you think Luke 

goes to such lengths to 'slow down' 

the action and take us through 

such tiny  details? How does it 

contribute to the heightened  

tension of the narrative and to its 

meaning? Can you imagine  

dramatising this scene? Which 

word or phrase  especially  

resonates with you, as one who 

receives the word of God? 
 

Reproduced from God’s Word 2025: Daily 

Reflections, Published by St Pauls  

Publications, Strathfield.  



Parish Bulletin 
E-BULLETIN If you would like to have the bulletin emailed to you, please 

send an email with “e-bulletin” as the subject to:  

wyongparish@bbcatholic.org.au  

Adam Dewey 
Plumber, Drainer & Gas Fitter 

0423 123 823 
ajcoastalplumbing@gmail.com 
facebook.com/ajcoastalplumbing 
Lic No. 235651C  ABN 48 478 409 487 
Committed to quality plumbing solutions at affordable prices 

Anointing of the Sick 
 

Friday:  7th February 
 

First Friday of the Month  
 

St Cecilia’s During 8.00am & 11.30am Mass  
St John Fisher During 9.15am Mass 

St Barnabas Church Yarramalong 
 

Mass will be celebrated at St Barnabas Church, 
Yarramalong  

 

Sunday 2nd February at 11.15am.  
 

All are welcome. 

Main Liturgical Feasts:  

January 

25th Jan: The Conversion of Saint Paul  26th 
Jan: Australia Day  27th Jan: Saint Angela Merici 

& Saints Timothy and Titus  28th Jan: Thomas 
Aquinas  31st Jan: Saint John Bosco  

R C I A  
Our Rite of Christian Initiation Program will return this year on  

Saturday 1st February 2025 at 3pm in the parish hall. 
Please keep these candidates in your prayers as they prepare to  

receive their sacraments.  

Volunteers Needed  

We have a few different departments in our parish that could use extra hands. If you are 

interested in supporting your parish here at Wyong using your skills and some of your 

time then please contact the parish office because we would love to hear from you! 

Phone: 02 4352 1011 Email: wyongparish@bbcatholic.org.au 

Floral Arrangements  
 

We are seeking volunteers who are willing to help 
with the floral arrangements in the church. There 
will be a roster so there will be some rotation. If 

you are interested or would like further infor-
mation please contact: 

Biddy Smith on (02) 4393 6033 

CATHOLIC CARE 

HOME CARE PACKAGES – EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST 
 

Please feel to take a form should you wish to express 

your interest. They will be kept at the back pew upon 

exiting the Church. 

Volunteer Help Needed 

Cleaners for St John Fisher Mass Centre. 

Four of our cleaners have resigned because of ill 
health or leaving the district,  new volunteers are 

needed. 

A cleaning session requires no longer than 1 hour and 
all equipment needed is supplied. 

Please contact the Parish Office on 43521011, if you 
are able to volunteer. 

Thank you! 

Your help would be greatly appreciated.  



 

Property Transfer Professionals 
ARLENE BARNETT Licensed Conveyancer  - JP 
02 4353 1340  48A Pacific Hwy Wyong  
propertytransfer@bigpond.com 

www.conveyancernsw.net.au 

Specialising in: Land & Business Sale or Purchase  
Mortgages & Commercial Leases, Retirement Villages 

HomeCaring Wyong 

Lifestyle and health solutions 
Home Care and NDIS  packages tailored 
for you. 
Cruz Calero-Mena   0455 505 292    
Email:  cruz@homecaring.com.au 

Safeguarding Message 

A culture of Safeguarding values COMMITMENT…."Speak out and judge fairly, defend the rights of the poor and needy." - see  

Proverbs 31:9   

Wyong parish is committed to safeguarding. All children, young persons and vulnerable adults have a right to feel safe and be safe. If 

you have a concern about the safety of anyone in the parish, please raise your concern with Fr Raul, Fr Alex or Fr Teody.  

You can contact the Parish Office on 02 4352 1011 or  wyongparish@bbcatholic.org.au or see back of Bulletin for the priests Mobile 

numbers. 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY—YOU’RE INVITED ! 

All children are invited to attend the children's Liturgy at our weekend masses. Children’s Liturgy is when the  

children leave the congregation to celebrate and reflect on the Sunday Gospel reading in an age appropriate way. The  

children are led through prayers, songs and readings that are adapted to their level of understanding. (Please ensure there 

is a parent/guardian for children under 5yrs old; all parents/guardians welcome). 

Attending Mass together is a part of being a Catholic Family, while  Children’s Liturgy allows  

children to enter the celebration more fully by catering to their needs.   

Please see below the weekend masses with Children's Liturgy: 

St Cecilia’s Church,  Wyong—Sunday 9.30am 

St John Fisher Mass Centre, Tumbi Umbi—Sunday 5:00pm  

t 

JUBILEE YEAR OF HOPE 2025 
 

What is a Jubilee? 
According to Judaic tradition, the fields would 
lie fallow for a ‘Sabbath Year’ after 6 years of 
labour. Every seventh Sabbath year was  
followed by a Jubilee (50 years), during which 
slaves were released, commercial debts were 

cancelled, and property was returned to its original owners. This  
became a year of honouring God. In the Catholic Tradition, Jubilees 
are now celebrated every 25 years.  
Jubilees are a year of pilgrimage, thanksgiving, and  repentance – it is 
a year for seeking and giving forgiveness.  

For more information please visit: bbjubilee.com.au 
 

Jubilee Prayer:  
Father in heaven, may the faith you have given us in your son, Jesus 
Christ, our brother, and the flame of charity enkindled in our hearts 

by the Holy Spirit, reawaken in us the blessed hope for the coming of 
your Kingdom. May your grace transform us into tireless cultivators 
of the seeds of the Gospel. May those seeds transform from within 
both humanity and the whole cosmos in the sure expectation of a 

new heaven and a new earth, when, with the powers of Evil  
vanquished, your glory will shine eternally. May the grace of the  

Jubilee reawaken in us, Pilgrims of Hope, a yearning for the 
treasures of heaven. May that same grace spread the joy and peace 
of our Redeemer throughout the earth. To you our God, eternally 

blessed, be glory and praise for ever. 
Amen. 

 

GOD’S WORD 2025 

We only have 3 more “God’s Word 2025” books  
available.  

They are $22 each.  
If you would like to purchase one or more please  

contact the parish office or see our priests.  

Happy Australia Day 

Almighty God and Loving  
Heavenly Father, we  
recognise you as the Creator of 
our world. You are the one who 
determines the times and  
places where different peoples have lived and moved 
throughout history. 
 

With Australia Day this week, we praise you for your 
abundant, undeserved gifts to our country. We give 
thanks for its natural beauty, our rich resources, and 
for the good and various aspects of human cultures 
and endeavors. We humbly ask for mercy toward  
Australia, since every blessing depends on your grace.  
 

Lord, we pray that the gospel will always continue 
among our nation as the ultimate means of peace and 
eternal safety. We pray that this good news of  
reconciliation with you, through the cross of Christ, 
will advance among us. Do not give us a famine of the 
Word. 
 

Holy Spirit, establish repentance in our hearts and in 
our churches and their structures. Help us to live lives, 
where justice rolls down like waters among us, and 
righteousness as an everlasting stream. 
 

We ask these blessings for Australia, in hope and love, 
through our Lord, Jesus Christ. Amen.  

https://bbcatholic.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=466af249e088db70ab864d088&id=ddd28d0aea&e=c7a5200c32


TUGGERAH SPORTS & SPINAL 

PHYSIOTHERAPY 
Ricky Li 
Registered NDIS provider 
Phone 4355 4445  
www.tuggerahphysio.com.au 

 MASS TIMES 

Children’s Liturgy at the following 

Masses 

St Cecilia’s 5:00pm Mass Saturday 
St Cecilia’s 9.30am Mass Sunday 
St John Fisher 5pm Mass Sunday 
 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND  

FUNERALS PLEASE CALL THE  

PARISH OFFICE  
 

Mass St Barnabas, Yarramalong 

1st Sun of  month 11.15am  
Filipino Mass St Cecilia’s Church 

3rd Sun of the month 12pm 
 

Anointing of the Sick  

First Friday of the Month  

St Cecilia’s During 8.00am & 11.30am 
Mass  
St John Fisher During 9.15am Mass 
 

Eucharistic Adoration  

St Cecilia’s   Daily 7am-8am  
St John Fisher 1st Fri 8.45 - 9.15am 
 

Devotion to Our Lady of Perpetual 

Help Saturday—St Cecilia’s &  

Wednesday—St John Fisher (after the 
8am Mass)   
 

Devotion to the Divine Mercy 

St Cecilia’s Fri after the 8am Mass 
St John Fisher Fri after the 9:15am 
Mass 

Prayer groups 
St Cecilia’s Rosary Group Tues after 
8am mass followed by Divine Mercy 
St Cecilia’s Legion of Mary 9am Wed 

Meetings  
St Cecilia’s Choir practice every Tues 
night 5pm to 6pm  
Parish Pastoral Council Meeting  
PPC Secretary; Kerry Bugden  
Ph: 02 4388 2938  

Emergency Priest Contact  
Fr Raul Ph: 0450 115 099     
Fr Alex Ph: 0432 947 245 
Fr Teody Ph: 0414 494 823 
 

Parish Office  23 Byron Street Wyong  
Phone: 02 4352 1011  Po  Box 385 Wyong 2259 
Office Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday 9.30am to 2.30pm   
 

Parish Contacts 
Parish Priest Fr Raul Balute, SOLT Ph: 0450 115 099  
Email: raul.balute@bbcatholic.org.au 
 

Assistant Priest Fr Alex Barnedo, SOLT Ph: 0432 947 245  
Assistant Priest    Fr Teody Medina, SOLT Ph: 0414 494 823 
 

Parish Secretaries Margaret Vandenberg & Christine Sassine  

   

Parish Email: wyongparish@bbcatholic.org.au 
Parish Website: https://www.bbcatholic.org.au/wyong/ 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/wyongcatholicparish 

ST CECILIA’S CHURCH  
23 Byron St Wyong 
Saturday Vigil / Sunday Mass Times 
Sat Vigil 5.00pm  Sun 7.30am & 9.30am 
 

Weekday Mass 
Mon-Sat: 8.00am, Monday 9.15am (School Term) 
 

Reconciliation/Confession  Saturday morning after the 8am 
Mass & Saturday at 4.30pm 

ST JOHN FISHER MASS CENTRE  
Hicks Lane Tumbi Umbi 
Saturday Vigil / Sunday Mass Times 
Sat Vigil 5.00 pm  Sun: 8.30am & 5pm 
 

Weekday Mass 
Mon, Wed, Thurs  8:00am Tue & Fri: 9.15am 
 

Reconciliation/Confession  Saturday at 4.30pm 

KEEP US IN YOUR 
PRAYERS 

Prayer: The most valuable 
gift you can give someone. 
 

Sick: Finn McConnon, Irene Dainty, 
Rod & Pauline Cornwell, Michael 
McDermott, Michele Bolton, Jeanine 
Doueihi, Lisa Glanville, Jackson 
Ticehurst, Margaret McDermott, Dave 
Rodney, Danae Roe  
 

Recently Deceased: Hondrio  

Aguila, Maria Esther Attard, Fr Michael 
O’Toole, Peter Vaughan, Manfred Merl, 
Ian Hughes. 
 

Anniversary January: Sophie Roe, 
Peter White, Patricia Unger, Bill Martin, 
Tony Kerr, Armida Bito-on, Kevin 
Booth, Tony Kerr 

Safeguarding Message  
 

Wyong parish is committed to safeguarding. All children, young 
persons and vulnerable adults have a right to feel safe and be 
safe. If you have a concern about the safety of anyone in the  
parish, please raise your concern with Fr Raul, Fr Alex or  
Fr Teody. The contact details are on the back to the Bulletin.   



Sunday Mass - 26 January 2025 
 
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
First Reading - Nehemiah 8:2-6, 8-10 
A reading from the book of Nehemiah 
Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly, consisting of men, women, and children old enough to understand. This was the 
first day of the seventh month. On the square before the Water Gate, in the presence of the men and women, and children old 
enough to understand, he read from the book from early morning till noon; all the people listened attentively to the Book of the Law. 
Ezra the scribe stood on a wooden dais erected for the purpose. In full view of all the people - since he stood higher than all the  
people - Ezra opened the book; and when he opened it all the people stood up. Then Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God, and all the 
people raised their hands and answered, 'Amen! Amen!'; then they bowed down and, face to the ground, prostrated themselves  
before the Lord. And Ezra read from the Law of God, translating and giving the sense, so that the people understood what was read. 
Then Nehemiah - His Excellency - and Ezra, priest and scribe (and the Levites who were instructing the people) said to all the people, 
'This day is sacred to the Lord your God. Do not be mournful, do not weep.' For the people were all in tears as they listened to the 
words of the Law. 
He then said, 'Go, eat the fat, drink the sweet wine, and send a portion to the man who has nothing prepared ready. For this day is 
sacred to our Lord. Do not be sad: the joy of the Lord is your stronghold.' 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsorial Psalm - Ps 18:8-10, 15 
R. Your words, Lord, are spirit and life. 
 

Second Reading - 1 Corinthians 12:12-14, 27 
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 
Just as a human body, though it is made up of many parts, is a single unit because all these parts, though many, make one body, so it is 
with Christ. In the one Spirit we were all baptised, Jews as well as Greeks, slaves as well as citizens, and one Spirit was given to us all to 
drink. 
Nor is the body to be identified with any one of its many parts. Now you together are Christ's body; but each of you is a different part 
of it. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation - cf Luke 4:18 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
The Lord sent me to bring Good News to the poor and freedom to prisoners. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel - Luke 1:1-4; 4:14-21 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 
Seeing that many others have undertaken to draw up accounts of the events that have taken place among us, exactly as these were 
handed down to us by those who from the outset were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word, I in my turn, after carefully going over 
the whole story from the beginning, have decided to write an ordered account for you, Theophilus, so that your Excellency may learn 
how well founded the teaching is that you have received. 
Jesus, with the power of the Spirit in him, returned to Galilee; and his reputation spread throughout the countryside. He taught in 
their synagogues and everyone praised him.  
He came to Nazara, where he had been brought up, and went into the synagogue on the sabbath day as he usually did. He stood up to 
read, and they handed him the scroll of the prophet Isaiah. Unrolling the scroll, he found the place where it is written: 

The spirit of the Lord has been given to me, for he has anointed me. 
he has sent me to bring the good news to the poor, 
to proclaim liberty to captives 
and to the blind new sight, 
to set the down trodden free, 
to proclaim the Lord's year of favour. 

He then rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the assistant and sat down. And all eyes in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he  
began to speak to them, 'This text is being fulfilled today even as you listen.' 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Excerpts from The English translation of the Roman Missal © 2010, International Commission on English in the Liturgy (ICEL). All rights reserved.  Used with permission. Liturgia © Liturgy Brisbane. Jerusalem Bible Translation of Scripture used in the Australian Lectionary for Mass, Vols I, II and III © 1981, London: Collins Liturgical. All 
rights reserved. Used with permission in Liturgia © Liturgy Brisbane. 









Lebanon Crisis Appeal – November 

 

Caritas Australia’s Lebanon Crisis Appeal 

Lebanon is currently facing a dire crisis, and the need for your support has never been greater. 

Communities are being devastated by conflict and economic instability, leaving countless families  

without access to basic needs like food, water, and medical care. Our Caritas Australia partners on the 

ground are doing everything they can, but they desperately need your help.  

Please show your love for Lebanon and donate today to help supply essential items such as food,  

shelter, and medical aid, as well as long-term support to rebuild communities.  

Donate today: www.caritas.org.au/lebanon  

https://www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-appeals/lebanon/?utm_source=ParishBulletin&utm_medium=Referral&utm_term=QRCode&utm_content=&utm_campaign=EA_2025_DMREA_LEBANON_ECONOMIC


Magi Pilgrimages Australia is organising the following Jubilee Pilgrimages 

2025. 

 

1.Streams of Mercy (May), 2. Italy & Poland (May),3. Marian Shrines (June), 

4. Shrines of our Lady (August), 5. Pilgrimage of Hope (October). The fare 

includes Return Economy Airfares + Local Transfers in Deluxe coaches + 

Stay in Premium Hotels + All Breakfasts & Dinners + Catholic Priest +  

English speaking professional guides.  

 

For itineraries & bookings call 03 8839 6615 or 1300 721 561 or email 
us pilgrimage@magiholidays.com.au 

mailto:pilgrimage@magiholidays.com.au


Holy Heritage: A Pilgrimage to the Philippines! 16 February to 24  

February 2025 
 

All are welcome to join our pilgrimage and immerse yourselves in a spiritual journey through the rich and vibrant culture of 
the Philippines! Explore renowned churches and sacred sites, guided by our chaplain, Fr David Ranson! 

  
The Philippines was under the Spanish Regime for 333 years, a period that greatly influenced the culture and religion of the 
Filipino people.  The Philippines has the biggest population of Catholics in Asia, with 79%, according to the Philippine Sta-

tistics Authority’s 2020 Census. 
  

Inspired by this nation, its people, and our own catholic faith, we are organising a pilgrimage tour to the Philippines, centred 
on visiting renowned places, churches and Minor Basilicas: 

  
Places to Visit: 

• Manila: Manila Cathedral, San Agustin, Intramuros/Rizal Park, Binondo Church, Quiapo (optional), Baclaran Church 
(optional) 

• Iloilo: Jaro Church, Molo Church 

• Guimaras: Tappist Monastery, Holy Family Hills, Mango Farm, Guisi Lighthouse, Pit Stop Café-Mango Pizza, Beach 

• Cebu:  Sto Nino, Cebu City Tour, Magellan Cross, Simala Church (optional) 

• Bohol: Bohol Churches, Baclayon Church, Lobok River Cruise, Tagbilaran, Chocolae Hills, Tarsier Sancruary, Blood 
Compact Shrine 

• Bulacan: Barasoain Church 

• Manaoag, La Union:  Our Lady of Manaoag 

• Vigan:  Calle Crisologo, Bantay Church Bell Tower 

Batac: Sites of Batac 

  
***Note:  Itinerary may be subject to change 
  
Price:  AU$3,500 (subject to change depending on number of participants) 
To Reserve Your Place:  We require a Deposit of 10% or $350 (refundable) 
 
Please pay to:  
Our Lady of Dolours 
BSB No. : 062784 
Account Number: 100001609 
Reference:  Philippine Pilgrimage 
  
Inclusions:  

• Domestic flights 

• Land and water transportation 

Hotels with breakfast 

Exclusions:  

• Plane fares from Sydney to Manila and back 

Optional tours before and after the pilgrimage tour 

  
For inquiries:    

 Email:  philpilgrimage2025@gmail.com 

•  Ditas Naguit:  0405 999 510 

  Rene Balboa: 0413 558 836  

mailto:philpilgrimage2025@gmail.com




Magi Pilgrimages  

Magi Pilgrimages would like to invite you for a 16-day Pilgrimage of Hope 

(22/04/25 to 07/05/25).  

This pilgrimage features Fatima, Valladolid, Lourdes, Nice, Turin, Padua,  

Assisi,  Rotondo, and Rome for an all-inclusive early bird price of $8990+tips.  

The fare includes Return Economy Airfares + Local Transfers in Deluxe coaches + 

Stay in Premium Hotels + All Breakfasts & Dinners + Catholic Priest + English 

speaking professional guides.  

 

For enquiries & bookings: 

Call 03 8839 6615 or 1300 721 561 or  

Email us pilgrimage@magiholidays.com.au  

mailto:pilgrimage@magiholidays.com.au













